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Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
 

Public Statement of the Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal 

Affairs 

 
In Compliance with Sections 7 (4) of  

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 1999 
 
 
The Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs (the Ministry) hereby retract Public 
Notices published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette No. 42, Vol. 61, Item Nos. 318 and 319 dated 
17th March, 2022 which contains reasons why the Ministry did not publish its Freedom of Information 

their Freedom of Information Statements pursuant to section 7(4) of the Freedom of Information Act, 
1999. The aforementioned Public Notices are replaced by the Public Notices published in the Trinidad 
and Tobago Gazette No. 53, Vol. 61, Item Nos. 423 and 424 dated 1st April, 2022.  
 
 
SENATOR, THE HONOURABLE REGINALD T.A. ARMOUR SC 
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL AND MINISTER OF LEGAL AFFAIRS 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

PUBLIC STATEMENT OF THE STATUTORY AUTHORITIES SERVICE COMMISSION 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 7, 8 AND 9 OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) 1999 

 
 

1. In accordance with Sections 7, 8 and 9 of 
the Freedom of Information Act, 1999 
(FOIA) the Statutory Authorities  Service 
Commission is required by law, to publish 
a statement listing the documents held and 
the information available to the public. 

 
2. The Freedom of Information Act given 

members of the public:- 
 
(1) A legal right for each person to access 

information held by the Statutory 
 

(2) A legal right for each person to have 
official information relating to 
him/herself amended where it is 
incomplete, incorrect or misleading. 

(3) A legal right to obtain reasons for 
adverse decisions made regarding an 

under the FOIA 
(4) A legal right to apply to the High 

Court for Judicial Review to 
challenge adverse decisions made 
under the FOIA. 

 
3. Section 7 Statements 

             Section 7 (1) (a) (i) 
Structure, Role and Function of the 
Statutory Authorities Service 
Commission 
 

Commission was established by Act #16 of 
1996, which was amended by Acts #45 of 
1979, #8 of 1983, #19 of 1987, #21 of 1990 
and #5 of 2011. 
 

4. According to sections 4 (1) and 5 (1) of the 
Statutory of the Statutory Authorities Act,  

 
11. Section 7 (1) (a) (vi) 
Requests for access to information should be 
submitted to the undermentioned persons: 

 
Designated Officer                 Alternate 
Ms. Vidia Ramlakhan -          Ms. Veena Ramcharan  
John                                         Administrative 
Administrative                         Assistant (Ag.)                 
Officer IV (Ag.)                       Statutory Authorities       
Statutory Authorities               Service Commission        
Service Commission                Department 
Department                              3rd Floor, General 
2nd Floor, General                    Building & Loan   
Building & Loan                     Association Building        
Association Building                81-83 Abercromby Street  
81-83 Abercromby Street        Port of Spain    
Port of Spain                            Phone: 623-0972              
Phone: 623-0972                      Ext. 1104/3             
Ext. 1204                                   
  
Section 8 Statements 
Section 8 (1) (a) (i) 
Documents containing interpretations or 
particulars of written laws or schemes administered 
by the Judiciary, not being particulars contained in 
another written law. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
  
Section 8 (1) (a) (ii) 
Manuals, rules of procedure, statements of policy, 
records of decisions, letters of advice to persons 
outside the public authority, or similar documents  
containing rules, policies, guidelines, practices or 
precedents. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory  
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this  
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Chapter 24:01, the Commission has the 
power to appoint persons to be or act as 
officers and to transfer, promote, remove 
and exercise disciplinary control over 
persons so appointed.  An officer is 
defined as a person holding a pensionable 
office in the service of a Statutory 
Authority and whose remuneration is paid 
on a monthly basis. 
 
The Commission pursuant to Section 60 of 
the Municipal Corporations Act has the 
responsibility to make Regulations 
providing for the classification of officers 
in a Municipal Police Service, including 
qualifications, duties and remuneration 
and providing generally for the discipline, 
good order and government of the 
Municipal Police Services. 
 
The following nine (9) Statutory 
Authorities fall under the purview of the 
Commission   

 The Agricultural Society of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

 The Zoological Society of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

 The National Lotteries Control Board. 
  
  
 Point Fortin Borough Corporation. 
 Arima Borough Corporation 
 Port of Spain Corporation 
 San Fernando City Corporation 

 
5. The Commission comprises the following 

Members, who were appointed by the  
             President for a period of three (3) years       
             with effect from May 19, 2019- 
 

 Mr. Christopher Thomas  Chairman 
(Deceased)                

 Mr. Kenneth Parker  Deputy Chairman 
 Ms. Irma Burkett  Member 
 Ms. Dulcie Ojah Maharaj  Member 
 Mr. Glenn Wilson  Member 
 Ms. Catherine Dookie  Member 

 
6. The Commission normally meets once per 

week on Thursday to conduct its regular 
business. 

time. 
 
Section 8 (1) (b)        
In enforcing written laws or schemes administered 
by the public authority where a member of the 
public might be directly affected by that 
enforcement, being documents containing 
information on the procedures to be employed or 
the objectives to be pursued in the enforcement of 
the written laws or schemes. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at the 
time. 
 
Section 9 Statements 
Section 9 (1) (a) 
A report or a statement containing the advice or 
recommendations, of a body or entity established 
within the public authority. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (b) 
A report, or a statement containing the advice or 
recommendations, of a body or entity established 
outside the public authority by or under a written 
law, or by a Minister of Government or other public 
authority for the purpose of submitting a report or 
reports, providing advice or making 
recommendations to the public authority or to the 
responsible Minister of that public authority. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (c) 
A report, or a statement containing the advice or 
recommendations, of an Interdepartmental 
Committee whose membership includes an officer 
of the Judiciary. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory  
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (d) 
A report, or a statement containing the advice or 
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7. 

Commission Department, which is headed 
by the Executive Officer.  The 

- 
 

o provide information and assistance to the 

Human Resource Management matters under 
its purview thus enabling the Commission to 
efficiently and effectively carry out its 

 
 

To provide service and advice to Statutory 
Authorities, to officers of those Authorities and 
to Members of the Public on matters within the 

 
 
The Department is located on the 2nd and 3rd floors 
of the General Building and Loan Association 
Building, 81-83 Abercromby Street, Port of Spain. 
 
Section 7 (i ) (a) (ii) and (iii) 
Categories of Documents Held by the Statutory 

Department 
 
These documents pertain to   
i. the operations of the Commission with respect 

to the Statutory Authorities under its 
jurisdiction; and  
 

ii. the administrative of the Statutory Authorities 
Service Commission Department 

 
A. Operational Records 

 
 The Statutory Authorities Act Chap. 24:01 
 The Statutory Authorities Service 

Commission Regulations Chap. 24:01 
 Policies, decisions of the Commission  
 Staffing arrangements for each Statutory 

Authority   
 Reports 
 Establishment records 
 Job specifications  
 Job application 
 Personal files of employees of Statutory 

Authorities 
 

Copies of the Statutory Authorities Act and the 
Statutory Authorities Service Commission 

recommendations, of a Committee established 
within the public authority to submit a report, 
provide advice or make recommendations to the 
responsible Minister of that public authority or to 
another officer of the public authority who is not a 
member of the committee. 
 
The section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (e) 
A report (including a report concerning the results 
of studies, surveys or tests) prepared for the public 
authority by a scientific or technical expert, whether 
employed within the public authority or not, 
including a report expressing the opinion of such an 
expert on scientific or technical matters. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (f) 
A report prepared for the public authority by a 
consultant who was paid for preparing the report. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (g) 
A report prepared within the public authority and 
containing the results of studies, surveys or tests  
carried out for the purpose of assessing, or making 
recommendations on, the feasibility of establishing 
a new or proposed Government policy, programme 
or project. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (h) 
A report on the performance or efficiency of the  
public authority, or of an office, division or branch 
of the public authority, whether the report is of a 
general nature or concerns a particular policy, 
programme or project administered by the public 
authority. 
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Regulations can be obtained from the Government 
Printer.  
 
B. Administrative Records of the Statutory 

 
 Strategic Plan/review 
 Policies pertaining to the internal operations 
of the Department  

 Inventories  
 Establishment Records 
 Accounting files and registers 
 Personal files of employees of the Statutory 

ervice Commission 
 
Material for Inspection 
 

 The Statutory Authorities Act and the 
Statutory Authorities  Service Commission 
Regulations 

 Appointments, promotions, transfers and 
separations published in the Trinidad and 
Tobago Gazette 

 Job Specifications 
 
Section 7 (1) (a) (v) 
Procedure to be followed to access documents  

 
Commission Department 
 
In order to gain access to a document or other 

for Access to Official Docume
sufficient information to enable the Department to 
determine what document is required. 
 
The applicant may be allowed to inspect a 
document or obtain a copy of it for a small fee 
within seven (7) days of payment. 
 
Efforts will be made to reply promptly to all 
requests or at least within thirty (30) days of receipt 
of request as specified in the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

There are no reports or statements to be published 
under this section at this time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (i) 
A report containing (1) final plans or proposals for 
the re-organization of the functions of the public 
authority, (2) the establishment of a new policy, 
programme or project to be administered by the 
public authority, or (3) the alteration of an existing 
policy programme or project administered by the 
public authority, whether or not the plans or 
proposals are subject to approval by an officer of 
the public authority, another public authority or 
Cabinet. 
 
This section is not applicable to the Statutory 
Authorities  Service Commission Department at this 
time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (j) 
A statement prepared within the public authority 
and containing policy directions for the drafting of 
legislation. 
 
There are no statements to be published under this 
section at this time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (k) 
A report of a test carried out within the public  
authority on a product for the purpose of 
purchasing equipment. 
 
There are no reports to be published under this section 
at this time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (l) 
An environmental impact statement prepared 
within the public authority. 
 
There are no environmental impact statements to be 
published under this section at this time. 
 
Section 9 (1) (m) 
A valuation report prepared for the public 
authority by a valuator, whether or not the valuator 
is an officer of the public authority. 
 
There are no reports to be published under this section. 
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