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GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL SECURITY 

 

STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE FITZGERALD ETHELBERT HINDS M.P., 
MINISTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 7(4) OF 

THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, CHAP. 22:02  

 

In accordance with Sections 7, 8 and 9 of the Freedom of Information Act, 1999 ( FOIA ), public 
authorities are required, with the approval of the responsible Minister, to cause to be published in 
the Gazette and in a daily newspaper circulating in Trinidad and Tobago as soon as practicable 
after the commencement of the FOIA, a statement setting out certain particulars of the authority, 
documents available for inspection and other documents in its possession generally available to 
the public. Thereafter, during each succeeding year, public authorities are required to cause to be 
published in the Gazette and in a daily newspaper circulating in Trinidad and Tobago statements 
bringing up to date the information contained in the previous statements. 
 
In light of the foregoing, Ministry of National Security  which currently comprises 
ten (10) key Divisions/ Agencies namely; General Administration Division, Trinidad and Tobago 
Defence Force, Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, Trinidad and Tobago Fire Service, Trinidad 
and Tobago Prison Service, Trinidad and Tobago Cadet Force, Immigration Division, Office of 
Disaster Preparedness and Management, Strategic Services Agency, and the Trinidad and Tobago 
Forensic Science Centre, is required to publish statements annually bringing up to date the 
information contained in its previous statements.  
 
However, the Ministry was unfortunately unable to publish its updated statements in previous 
years due to several challenges it faced, including: 
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1. the re-structuring and re-alignment of the Ministry, which adversely impacted the 
functionality and productivity of the Divisions/ Sections/ Units within the Ministry, as 
certain Divisions/ Sections/ Units, along with staff, were reassigned from one Ministry to 
the next; 
 

2. the inundation of the Ministry with a large number of FOIA requests, many of which 
required extensive research, compilation and due attention and consideration, by the same 
limited staff complement that is responsible for the public statement in additional to their  
other critical and time sensitive responsibilities in the Ministry; 
 

3. the unprecedented restrictive protocols and policies which had to be implemented by the 
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago pursuant to the Public Health 
Regulations, to mitigate against the spread of the COVID-19, in light of the World Health 

pandemic on the 11th day of March, 2020, the effect of which invariably affected the usual 
operations and functioning of the entire public sector, including the Ministry; 
 

4. the implementation of a State of Emergency that came into effect on the 16th day of May, 
2021 and ended on the 17th day of November, 2021 during which time, only essential 
services within the Ministry were allowed to continue operation and in a limited capacity. 
As such, this further hindered the operations and functioning of the public sector and thus 
the Ministry; and 
 

5. the application of a stay-at-home initiative throughout the public sector in an effort to 
reduce social interaction and thus stymie the infection rate, which continues to challenge 
the full functioning of the Ministry due to quarantining and other COVID-19 protocols and 
its  
 

Notwithstanding the above, the Ministry places the utmost importance on its statutory duties under 
the FOIA. Accordingly, the Ministry intends henceforth to make every effort to ensure and 
maintain full and meticulous compliance with the statutory mandate of the FOIA to publish 
updated statements annually. 
 
In this vein, the Ministry will cause to be published in the Gazette and in a daily newspaper 
circulating in Trinidad and Tobago, a publication pursuant to Sections 7, 8 and 9 of the FOIA, on 
or before the 31st day of March, 2022, bringing up to date its statements to the year 2021 and 
subsequently such publication will be updated on an annual basis. 
 
 
The Honourable Fitzgerald Hinds, M.P.,  
Minister of National Security 
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