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THE
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
OFFICIAL REPORT

IN THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO WHICH OPENED ON JUNE 18, 2010

SESSION 2013—2014 VOLUME 25
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 04, 2014
The House met at 10.00 a.m.

PRAYERS
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, may | have your attention, please? | have
received communication from the hon. Prakash Ramadhar, Member of Parliament
for St. Augustine, who is out of the country and has asked to be excused from
sittings of the House during the period April 04 to April 20, 2014. The Hon. Dr.
Keith Rowley, Member of Parliament for Diego Martin West, Leader of the
Opposition, is also out of the country and has asked to be excused from sittings of
the House during the period March 31 to April 10, 2014, and the Hon. Alicia
Hospedales, Member of Parliament for Arouca/Maloney, has also asked to be
excused from today’s sitting of the House. The leave which the Members seek is
granted.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE
(APPOINTMENT OF)

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | have received correspondence from the Hon.
Timothy Hamel-Smith, President of the Senate. It is addressed:

“April 03, 2014
Hon. Wade Mark, MP
Speaker of the House
Office of the Speaker
Level 2, Tower D
The Port of Spain International Waterfront Centre



JSC (Appointment of) Friday, April 04, 2014

Honourable Speaker,

Appointment of a Joint Select Committee

Your letter dated the 25, 2014 on the subject at caption refers.

I wish to inform you that at a sitting held on Tuesday, April 02, 2014, the
Senate agreed to the following resolution, which was moved by the Leader of
Government Business in the Senate:

‘Be it resolved that the Senate agree to the establishment of the Joint Select
Committee to consider the Legislative Proposal entitled ‘The Draft Houses of
Parliament Service Authority Bill, 2014, and to appoint the following
Senators:

1. Senator the Hon. Timothy Hamel-Smith
2. Senator the Hon. Anand Ramlogan, s.C.
3. Senator the Hon. Emmanuel George

4. Senator Camille Robinson-Regis

5. Senator Elton Prescott, S.C.

Accordingly, | respectfully request that you cause this matter to be brought to
the attention of the House of Representatives.

Yours respectfully,
Timothy Hamel-Smith

President of the Senate”

VISITORS
(DELEGATION FROM THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA)

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | am pleased to announce that this morning, in
the Speaker’s gallery, there is a very powerful delegation from the People’s
Republic of China, headed by His Excellency Ambassador Huang Xingyuan, as
well as his wife, Mrs. Ma Li, and a host of very top officials, including
councillors, first secretary, second secretary, attaché and members of staff of that
embassy in Port of Spain. They have come here to witness the proceedings of the
House of Representatives. We want to welcome the delegation from the People’s
Republic of China. [Desk thumping]
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Illegal Quarries

65. Miss Marlene Mc Donald (Port of Spain South) on behalf of Miss Alicia
Hospedales (Arouca/Maloney) asked the hon. Minister of Energy and
Energy Affairs:

A. Could the Minister state:

i.  How many illegal quarries have been identified throughout the
country?

ii.  Where are these illegal quarries located?

lii. How many persons have been arrested and charged for illegal
quarrying from June 2010 to date?

B. Could the hon. Minister list all the licensed quarries that operate within
the country?

The Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs (Sen. The Hon. Kevin
Ramnarine): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Question 65, part (i)—I will
just read the answer to part (i), which deals with; “how many illegal quarries have
been identified throughout the country”. The answer to part i reads: In the last
three years, the Minerals Division of the Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs
investigated 27 reports of illegal quarrying activity. Where it was confirmed that
illegal quarrying was taking place, the matter was referred to the police for
enforcement action.

With regard to part (i1) of the question: “where are these quarries located?”
Mr. Speaker, reports of illegal quarrying have been received mainly for areas in
Mathura and Valencia and | would put on the Hansard record that Mathura in
particular is the epicenter of illegal quarry activity in Trinidad and Tobago and we
at the Ministry are working very hard with the police and other enforcement
agencies to bring that situation under control and some headway has been made.

Other reports have been received—these are other reports of illegal
quarrying—for Wallerfield, Cedros, Caparo, Talparo, Guaracara, Vega de
Oropouche, Longdenville, Mausica Road, Forres Park and Las Lomas.

With regard to part (iii): “How many persons have been arrested and charged
for illegal quarrying from June 2010 to date?”
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From the records of the Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs, since June 2010,
six persons have been arrested and charged for offences related to illegal
quarrying. In addition, quarrying equipment have been seized from several police
raids on illegal quarry operations and are currently detained at Camp Cumuto in
Wallerfield.

With regard to part 65B, at present, there are 42 licensed quarries in the
country. These are broken down into 25 on state land and 17 on private land. Mr.
Speaker, | would ask that the list that was requested as part of the question be
circulated in written form to Members of Parliament. Thank you very much.

Vide end of sitting for written part of the answer.

Petrotrin Oil Spill
(Details of)

73. Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon (Point Fortin) asked the hon. Minister of Energy
and Energy Affairs:

A. With respect to press release No. 8 dated December 27, 2013 from
Petrotrin, could the Minister confirm whether there was a leak during
loading operations on or about December 26, 2013?

B. If the answer to part A is in the affirmative, could the Minister state:
I.  What quantity of oil was spilled?
ii.  Whether any employee(s) were suspended due to this mishap?

The Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs (Sen. The Hon. Kevin
Ramnarine): Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. With regard to question 73, part A, |
would just read the answer.

There was a leak on the No. 15 sea line on Petrotrin’s Pointe-a-Pierre port on
December 26, 2013. With regard to question 73B(i), the quantity of oil spilled was
estimated at 10 barrels; and with regard to 73B(ii), no Petrotrin employees were
suspended due to this mishap. That concludes, | believe, the answer to question
73.

Mrs. Gopee-Scoon: Supplemental, please. Was any caution not taken in view of
the very serious leak and more than serious disastrous consequences which took
place on December 17, that we should have another leak so quickly right after?
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Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine: Well, Mr. Speaker, you will recall that the
first leak was on December 17, 2013, and after that there were several leaks that
were reported in various parts of the Petrotrin company. This particular leak was
some nine or 10 days after that first major leak on the 17", The report on that
leak, which is, of course, a much smaller leak, I have gotten a brief on the report
this morning.

The cause of that leak was similar, again, to the causes of the leak on
Decemberl7. Again, this was the failure of a chain that was holding up a pipeline,
that caused the pipeline, once the chain failed, to sag and, therefore crack. So,
therefore, the follow-up action has been taken with regard to these particular lines,
not only sea line 15 but sea line 10. They are partially in service and the areas that
were affected have been isolated and tenders have gone out for the repair of those
contracts.

But, certainly the whole issue of asset integrity and maintenance is now very
important and very front and centre for Petrotrin and, indeed, the entire energy
sector, because the Cabinet only two weeks ago approved a Cabinet Note to
initiate a national facilities audit of the entire energy sector.

Mrs. Gopee-Scoon: Another supplemental. In view of these leaks which have
taken place and one of them, a major leak, in terms of monitoring and control, is
there some serious enforcement now? Have you put other measures in place, in
terms of monitoring and control of loading operations?

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine: Certainly, following the events of the 17" and
the 26", greater oversight and greater monitoring of those loading operations have
been put in place and | would also add, speaking as Minister of Energy and
Energy Affairs, my Ministry team, which is the HSE Division in San Fernando,
they have been paying regular visits to that Pointe-a-Pierre jetty and walking the
jetty to get a first-hand opinion and view of the state of the infrastructure there.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Further supplemental. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Hon.
Minister, could you say, for the record, whether those leaks from the 17" and any
subsequent leaks were the result of sabotage by Petrotrin employees or lack of
proper maintenance on the part of Petrotrin?

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine: Mr. Speaker, what—and | thank the Member
for St. Joseph for the opportunity to clarify this, as | did in the Senate a few
daysago. On the whole issue of sabotage, when these leaks started, what was said,
of course—first of all there was speculation by the media that it was sabotage.
And then there was a statement coming from Petrotrin and the statement exactly
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read that there was compelling evidence that suggested that there was sabotage in
relation to two specific incidents: Riser Platform 5 in Trinmar and the Rancho
Quemado leak, which is on land and, therefore, no conclusive statement was ever
made that there was or was not sabotage.

So | hope that satisfies the question.
Mr. Deyalsingh: Further supplemental, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker: Final supplemental. Go ahead.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Thank you. Could the Minister state in light of the fact that
there was compelling evidence, has the final report confirmed that this evidence is
in fact compelling and there was in fact sabotage?

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine: No, there is no conclusive finding to
substantiate that view, thus far. What has happened is that in both cases, reports
were made to the police.

In the case of Rancho Quemado, this involves a lease operator at Trinity and
they made a report to the police, independent of Petrotrin and Petrotrin
themselves made a report to the police, in respect of Riser Platform 5 and I cannot
say where those investigations are right now. That is with the police.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Could I ask one final supplement, Mr. Speaker?
Mr. Speaker: One final one.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Thank you. Would you, therefore, say, Mr. Minister, that it
was therefore reckless on the part of Petrotrin to even claim they were sabotaged
in the absence of a report?

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine: Mr. Speaker, | would not want to answer that
because it will be a violation of the Standing Orders. | think the Member is
soliciting an opinion from the Minister.

10.15a.m.

La Canoa Road, Santa Cruz
(Roadworks)
69. Mrs. Joanne Thomas (St. Ann’s East) asked the hon. Minister of Works
and Infrastructure

Could the Minister state:

a)  Whether the Ministry gave instructions to cancel any road works at La
Canoa Road in Santa Cruz?
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b)  Whether the commencement of any road works in La Hoe Road in
Laventille has been cancelled?

c)  When will work on these two roads commence, if the answers to parts
(a) and (b) above are in the negative?

The Minister of Works and Infrastructure (Hon. Dr. Surujrattan
Rambachan): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. [Desk thumping] The Ministry gave no
instructions to cancel any road works at La Canoa Road in Santa Cruz.
Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, work has been going on in the constituency of St.
Ann’s East, and so far, $26,159,003.47 has been spent on 21 road projects in St.
Ann’s East:

Cornbird Drive, $388,274;
Poui Avenue, $313,150;
Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church compound, $584,198;
Money Avenue, $407,351;
Cocoa Road, $2,009,937;
Moses Avenue, $862,953;
Santa Rita Trace, $3,536,956;
Lady Young Road, $1,149,954;
Cakes Land, $2,656,487;
Duncan Trace, $1,954,738.
St. Ann’s East again:
Multi-Option Police Section, Special Branch, $659,419;
Bamboo Trace, $2,408,923;
Field Trace, $173,816;
Jones Trace, $354,668;
La Finca Road, $1,034,055;
Redman Drive Circular, $427,848;
Coldon Road, $1,520,036;

Vickey Trace, Zion Hill, North Coast Road, $2,201,972 and $431,198;
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Light Pole 14, Maccoon Trace, $1,437,387;
Immortelle Children’s Centre road works, $383,813.65.
Twenty-one projects to the value of $26,159,000.

Mr. Speaker, the La Canoa Road, several residents from La Canoa Road
visited my office on two occasions last year, and they visited again this year,
making representations for La Canoa Road. We conducted the feasibilities on La
Canoa Road at the request of the residents, and currently—I never got a request
from the MP. | got a request from the residents. La Canoa Road is currently on the
PURE Programme for the second quarter of fiscal 2013/2014. Mr. Speaker, La
Canoa Road is a major piece of rehabilitation, costing $5,392,624.16. It is
programmed and it is approved under the PURE Programme through Nipdec, to be
tendered in the second quarter of this year, which is where we are now.

The scope of works entail:

e Clearing and grubbing

e Scarifying, removal and reworking of the existing surfaces

e Application of granular based course

e Cold milling of asphalt paving

e Application of bituminous surface course

e Construction of concrete pipe culverts

e Construction of drainage system inclusive of curb and slipper drains.

Mr. Speaker, the expected time of completion of works from the date of start-up,
will be 40 days.

With respect to the La Hoe Road in Laventille, it does not fall under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure. It is the Ministry of Local
Government which is responsible for this road. Mr. Speaker, therefore, there is
nothing | can say about La Hoe Road. | have spoken about La Canoa Road, as |
said, it is imminently going to start.
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The Minister of Housing and Urban Development (Hon. Dr. Roodal
Moonilal): Mr. Speaker, question 82 should be directed to the Minister of Health,
and | will ask that question no. 82 be deferred by one week.

The following question stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr.
Fitzgerald Jeffrey (La Brea):

Seafood in the Gulf of Paria
(Test for toxicity levels)

82. Could the hon. Minister of Food Production state:

a) The dates during the past two years when tests were conducted on the
fish, shrimp, crab and oysters in the Gulf of Paria to ascertain toxicity
levels?

b)  The results of those tests stated in part (a) above?
Question by leave deferred.

Caribbean Airlines Limited
(Move of us Banking Settlement Arrangements)

109. Miss Marlene Mc Donald (Port of Spain South) on behalf of Miss Alicia
Hospedales (4rouca/Maloney) asked the hon. Minister of Finance and the
Economy:

A. Could the Minister indicate whether there is an initiative to move
Caribbean Airlines’ US banking settlement arrangements to First
Citizens Bank?

B. If the answer to part (A) is in the affirmative:
i.  When will the settlement arrangement take effect?

ii. The name of the person leading the initiative on behalf of
Caribbean Airlines?

The Minister of Finance and the Economy (Sen. The Hon. Larry Howai): Mr.
Speaker, the question is being asked in respect of Caribbean Airlines’ banking
arrangements. Mr. Speaker, First Citizens Bank submitted a letter of intent in
January 2011, in respect of the US banking settlement arrangements for Caribbean
Airlines. This was pursuant to a draft memorandum of understanding signed
between the two companies in 2010 for cross-border transactions. To date, this
initiative has not progressed.
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Mr. Deyalsingh: Supplemental, Mr. Speaker? Thank you. Could the Minister
state whether the non-progression of this initiative has anything to do with the
failure of the Trinidad/London route?

Sen. The Hon. L. Howai: Mr. Speaker, the route has not failed. [Desk
thumping] However, | should add that, no—whatever is happening in respect of
the London route, and | have to say that, again, it is not that that route has failed,
but certainly, the fact that it has not progressed, has nothing to do with the
particular route that the Member has asked a question about.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Further supplemental, Mr. Speaker. In as much as the
Minister has said the route has not failed, is the route breaking even? [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Let us go on to the hon. Member for Arouca/Maloney.

Caribbean Airlines Limited
(Hiring of staff in Trinidad and Tobago)

110. Miss Marlene Mc Donald (Port of Spain South) on behalf of Miss Alicia
Hospedales (4rouca/Maloney) asked the hon. Minister of Finance and the
Economy:

With respect to the hiring of staff by Caribbean Airlines, could the Minister
state:

a) Whether a decision was taken by Caribbean Airlines (CAL) to
discontinue the hiring of staff practice in Trinidad and Tobago and if
so, when?

b)  The number of persons hired by CAL in Trinidad and Tobago during
the period 2010 to 2013?

c)  The number of persons hired by CAL in Jamaica during the period June
2010 to present?

d) The number of employees in Trinidad whose contracts were not
renewed by CAL during the period June 2010 to present?

e)  The number of persons in Jamaica whose contracts were renewed by
CAL during the period June 2010 to present?

The Minister of Finance and the Economy (Sen. The Hon. Larry Howai):
Mr. Speaker, again, in respect of Caribbean Airlines, whether, in fact, a decision
was taken to discontinue the hiring of staff in Trinidad and Tobago. No such
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decision was made, Mr. Speaker, although all employment activities require
approval by the Board to ensure allocation of staff. This decision was made by the
Board, effective December 04, 2013.

The number of persons hired by Caribbean Airlines in Trinidad and Tobago
during the period 2010—2013?

These were as follows: 433 persons were hired: in January to December 2010,
92;in 2011, 162; in 2012, 114; and in 2013, 65.

Part (c) of the question relates to hiring in Jamaica. In Jamaica in 2010, 998
persons were employed, but these were persons who were transitioned from Air
Jamaica: in 2011, 117; in 2012, 3; in 2013, zero; and in 2014, zero.

Part (d) of the question relating to Trinidad. The number of persons who were
hired amounted to 52; and in 2010, 8; in 2011, 19; in 2012, 23; in 2013, 2.

With respect to Jamaica, contracts renewed. In 2010, 713; in 2011, 528; 2012,
369; 2013, 335; 2014, 333, and these related mainly to renewals of contracts and
initially to the transitioning in, and regularization of contracts for persons who
came over from Air Jamaica.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Supplemental, Mr. Speaker. Could the Minister state
whether the hiring of persons—was anyone hired to install the GPS systems on the
planes from LAN-Chile which you leased without GPS?

Sen. The Hon. L. Howai: Mr. Speaker, | do not have the particulars of that
decision, details of who had been hired. So perhaps if the question can be put on
the Order Paper, we can answer it at another time.

Ministry of Finance and the Economy
(Contracts to Ernst & Young)

111. Miss Marlene Mc Donald (Port of Spain South) on behalf of Miss Alicia
Hospedales (4rouca/Maloney) asked the hon. Minister of Finance and the
Economy:

With respect to the award of contracts to Ernst & Young by the Ministry of
Finance and the Economy, could the Minister state:

a)  The number of contracts awarded to date?

b)  The dates the contracts were awarded?

c)  The contract sum for each job done?

d) What tendering procedure was followed in the award of these
contracts?
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The Minister of Finance and the Economy (Sen. The Hon. Larry Howai):
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. These relate to contracts awarded by the Ministry of
Finance and the Economy to Ernst & Young. Mr. Speaker, there were no
beginning and end dates in the question. So | have sought to try and create a time
frame.

Mr. Speaker, three contracts were awarded by the Ministry of Finance and the
Economy, over the period 1999 to the present time to Ernst & Young. The
contracts were awarded July 28, 1999; August 01, 2000 and August, 24, 2011,
respectively.

With respect to part (c) of the question, the contract sums for the period were
as follows: in 1999, $1,164,798.75; on October 01, 2000, $73,611.25; on October
24,2011, $3,700,000 plus expenses and VAT.

Part (d) of the question, Mr. Speaker, in 2011, Cabinet agreed inter alia, that the
Ministry of Finance and the Economy procure legal, financial and commercial
consultancy services, for the provision of advice relevant to the determination of a
restructuring solution for Clico, the management of the Clico Bond Issue, options
for maximizing Government recovery of funds expended, and the resolving of any
dispute with the management or shareholders of cL Financial.

On account of Ernst & Young’s involvement in the Clico matter from early
2009, when the crisis first became apparent, and the volume of work which they
had undertaken up to 2011, when the Cabinet decision was made, and which
would have had to be duplicated if another firm of accountants had been retained
at that juncture, the Ministry of Finance and the Economy engaged Ernst &
Young on a sole selective basis.

Mr. Speaker, in 1999, Ernst & Young was engaged to provide technical
advice on the formulation of an implementation plan for phased private sector
participation, into the operations of Caroni (1975) Limited. The then Cabinet-
appointed committee gave consideration to three international accounting firms to
conduct the assignment. The committee in the end chose Ernst & Young since of
the three firms, Ernst & Young had the longest association with Caroni (1975)
Limited, having served as the company’s auditors up to the time of its acquisition
by Government in 1975, and having been reappointed auditors from 1991, when it
was no longer mandatory for the Auditor General to be appointed statutory
auditor of all state enterprises.

Additionally, Ernst & Young had been involved in investigations of many
aspects of the operations of Caroni (1975) Limited, and since 1992 it had been the
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practice for Government to retain the services of auditors as divestment advisors
in privatizations, which involve the preparation of information, memoranda and
the selection of investors.

The Minister of Housing and Urban Development (Hon. Dr. Roodal
Moonilal): Mr. Speaker, | ask that this answer be deferred by one week for the
Minister of the Environment and Water Resources.

The following question stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr.
Fitzgerald Jeffrey (La Brea).

Importation of Crabs and Oysters

84. Could the Minister of the Environment and Water Resources state whether
there are any plans to import crabs and oysters into the coastline of the
southwestern peninsula to replenish the destroyed stock, and if not, why?

Question, by leave, deferred.

Construction of La Brea and Erin Fire Stations
(Details of)

85. Mr. Fitzgerald Jeffrey (La Brea) asked the hon. Minister of National
Security:

With respect to the construction of the La Brea and Erin Fire Stations, could
the Minister state:

a) The names and addresses of the contractors who were awarded the
contracts to build both fire stations?

b)  When will construction commence?
c) The estimated cost of construction for each fire station?

The Minister of Gender, Youth and Child Development and Acting
Minister of National Security (Hon. Clifton De Coteau): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. According to the information received from the Chief Fire Officer, at
present there are no plans or proposals to construct fire stations at locations in La
Brea and Erin. As such, question (b) would not be applicable, and | am sure that
the Member of Parliament for La Brea would also agree, that question (c), would
also not be applicable.

Mr. Speaker, if you would permit me, to advise my dear friend, do as | have
done in Moruga/Tableland, an area that was neglected for years, | have applied to
have a fire station in Moruga/Tableland, and | have even identified a site for them.
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Mr. Jeffrey: Supplemental. Hon. Minister, are you saying that there are no
plans to construct fire stations at La Brea and Erin? Is it that what you are saying?

Hon. C. De Coteau: Mr. Speaker, | know in the education field that we both
came from, repetition leads to retention. And as such, | would want to repeat what
was given to me by the Chief Fire Officer, when he said, that at present, there are
no plans or proposals to construct fire stations at locations in La Brea and Erin.
Probably the application you made may have been lost with the last
administration. 1 am advising you as | have done, to apply for a fire station. | have
applied for one in Moruga/Tableland.

10.30 a.m.

Bridge at Ibis Circular Road, Paria Gardens, Aripero
(Construction of)

86. Mr. Fitzgerald Jeffrey (La Brea) asked the hon. Minister of Works and
Infrastructure:

Could the Minister explain the delay in the construction of the bridge at Ibis
Circular Road, Paria Gardens, Aripero, when an assurance was given from
the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure that construction would have
commenced since 2012?

The Minister of Works and Infrastructure (Hon. Dr. Surujrattan
Rambachan): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The hon. Member for La Brea is
enquiring about the delays in the construction of the bridge at Ibis Circular Road,
Paria Gardens, Aripero. This falls under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Local
Government and not the Minister of Works and Infrastructure.

| have been looking at this bridge, as we are looking at several other bridges in
order to do work, but just to remind my dear Member for La Brea, in that very
area that he is referring to, work has been going on there under the URP
Programme. Thus far, we have built the Keskidee box drain, curb and slipper,
Eagle Crescent box drain, Cacique Drive, which is road paved, lere Drive road
paving, Keskidee Crescent road paving and, in addition to that, Guapo Road
refurbishment is soon to begin and Chinese Village box drain has been built.
These are just a selection of projects being done in that particular area.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to that, in the constituency of La Brea under the new
programme of the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure, through PURE, in the La
Brea area, Sobo Road, drainage and concrete works to the tune of $990,000 are
about to start; patching works on the Southern Main Road in La Brea are also
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about to start—$491,579. The Southern Main Road, from Mondesir to Sobo
Junction, 6 kilometres are going to be redone at a cost of $5.5 million, so that, in
that particular area—I am not listing yet all the things in the La Brea area.

Mr. Speaker, I am saying this because there is a contention that this
Government only deals with areas where Members of Parliament from the
People’s Partnership are. That is a fallacy and that is a lie. That is why | am using
this opportunity to make it known to the national population that we distribute—it
is a falsehood—that we are doing work in all constituencies and, in that particular
constituency, $16.3 million of work is about to begin.

Mr. Jeffrey: Mr. Speaker, hon. Minister, in 2010, we were told by the
Ministry of Works and Infrastructure—[Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Could you ask your question, please?

Mr. Jeffrey: Hon. Minister, are you aware that, in 2010, the Minister of
Works and Infrastructure had indicated that they were going to undertake work on
that bridge at Ibis Circular in Aripero?

Hon. Dr. S. Rambachan: Mr. Speaker, | am not aware of that, but | said |1 am
very much aware of the condition of bridges in the country. At this time, we have
13 major bridges, costing just over $160 million, | believe, being built. | have
another 13 about to be tendered and another 11 that are being designed. So, when
you check it up, it is about 37 major bridges.

When 1 held the position of Minister of Local Government, in that particular
year, we did close to 60 local government bridges across the country. So, we are
continuing the programme and | am sure that the Ibis Circular Bridge will be
considered.

Mr. Jeffrey: Another supplemental, Mr. Speaker. Hon. Minister, are you
aware of the importance of that Ibis Circular Bridge in the sense that the Minister
of Labour and Small and Micro Enterprise Development is one of those persons
who will be affected if that bridge is not dealt with as soon as possible?

Hon. Dr. S. Rambachan: Mr. Speaker, we do not do work in the country
simply because a Minister lives in a particular area. That is not our criteria for
doing work. Our criteria and our philosophy are to treat each member of the
public, each citizen, equally and therefore we spread the work on the basis of
needs and resources. That is an important point | want to make, to make that
distinction between the way we operate our philosophy of service compared to
their philosophy of service.
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CEPEP Teams
(Details of)

104. Mrs. Patricia Mc Intosh (Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West) asked the
hon. Minister of Housing and Urban Development:

Could the Minister indicate:

(@ How many CEPEP teams are functioning in the constituency of Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West?

(b) Whether the Ministry intends to deploy more CEPEP teams in the same
constituency to deal with the unkempt landscaping issues within the
constituency and, if so, when?

The Minister of Housing and Urban Development (Hon. Dr. Roodal
Moonilal): Mr. Speaker, part (a), the number of teams that function in the Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West constituency vary from three teams to 15 teams on a
per need basis and on special request from the Member of Parliament for Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Part (b), yes, there are plans to deploy more CEPEP teams in the same
constituency to deal with the unkempt landscaping issues over the next six to 12
months.

Maloney Mall and Bon Air Village Plaza
(Details of vacant booths)

112. Miss Marlene Mc Donald (Port of Spain South) on behalf of Miss Alicia
Hospedales (Arouca/Maloney) asked the hon. Minister of Housing and
Urban Development:

Could the Minister state:

(@ The number of vacant booths at the Maloney Mall and the Bon Air
Village Plaza?

(b) Why were these vacant booths not assigned to tenants over the last
three years?

(¢)  When will the vacant booths at the Maloney Mall and Bon Air Village
Plaza be assigned?
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The Minister of Housing and Urban Development (Hon. Dr. Roodal
Moonilal): Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker. On this matter of the allocation
of vacant booths at the Maloney Mall and the Bon Air Village Plaza, | would
indicate, in response to part (a), there are 24 vacant units at the Maloney Mall, and
eight vacant units at the Bon Air Plaza.

Upon entering office in 2010, we undertook a complete audit of the
distribution, allocation and functioning of all village plazas and shopping malls
managed in HDC estates. It was discovered by 2011 that there was a complete
mismanagement of the shopping malls under the Housing Development
Corporation for several years—in fact, amounting to almost a decade—primarily
during the period 2005—2010.

In several of these malls, we found that persons were in possession of
shopping units/vending booths. There was absolutely no paperwork to explain
how persons would have arrived at occupying booths in malls throughout
Trinidad. More than this, we also found that there was a complete lack of policy
and guidelines on the allocation and rental of vending booths in shopping malls
and village plazas throughout Trinidad under the Housing Development
Corporation.

For example, Mr. Speaker, in some of these shopping malls, which were
established with the prime objective of allowing residents from the village or
residents from the estates to undertake small and micro business to generate
income and employment, we have found that there were professional persons,
such as medical doctors or dentists in possession of vending booths at a shopping
plaza.

I will not call the names and I will not call the location to embarrass anyone
but, Mr. Speaker, in a particular village plaza, we had the obscenity of a high
professional operating in a vending booth at an HDC mall. To see the person in his
practice was $200 and the cost of the vending booth per month was $150.

We have also had situations where councillors and | think, in some cases,
former councillors attached to the then ruling People’s National Movement were
themselves occupiers of shopping malls and booths under conditions where we
could not find paperwork to explain under what circumstances and by what
arrangements they were in occupation of vending booths.

Mr. Speaker, if that was not bad enough, several of those persons then started
to run up a debt. In one case, they were owing— having to pay $500 a month—
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the HDC $27,000 in debt for occupying a vending booth at a village plaza in south
Trinidad and this is by a councillor, a member of the local government fraternity,
not a member of the People’s Partnership.

Mr. Speaker, these are some of the irregularities we found. The HDC then embarked
on a very rigorous process of developing a policy for the occupation of these vending
booths—including a proper policy and financial assessment of the needs of
communities—and instituting programmes that would attract the deserving members of
the HDC communities, also inviting those members to pay a proper fee that we believe
is affordable in the circumstances. So much so, that for the latest intake of persons
occupying vending booths in some areas, particularly Couva and San Fernando, the
rental has now gone to $2,500, which we believe persons occupying these booths can
afford given our own economic assessment of what they are doing and what they are
selling and so on.

So, Mr. Speaker, it was a very, very difficult situation to confront. We still have
ongoing problems collecting debt from persons in occupation of vending booths
throughout Trinidad in the village plazas and shopping malls. We have, for the
Maloney Mall in particular, over 300 pending applications to fill those spots. We are
processing them according to a new and rigorous policy framework that will ensure
that persons who are granted this opportunity to conduct their economic activities will
be persons whom we believe will be faithful to the HDC, will pay their monthly rental
and will occupy and keep the premises in good order.

We expect, by the end of the year, to have all shopping malls and village plazas
completely full by persons who will be paying, in some cases, an increased rental fee,
depending on the type of business they conduct, depending on the size of the vending
booth that they occupy and our own assessment of their ability to pay. Mr. Speaker, |
thank you.

Chief Financial Officer of Caribbean Airlines
(Dismissal of)

113. Miss Marlene Mc Donald (Port of Spain South) on behalf of Miss Alicia
Hospedales (4rouca/Maloney) asked the hon. Minister of Finance and the
Economy:

Could the Minister state:

(@ Why was the previous Chief Financial Officer of Caribbean Airlines
dismissed?
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(b) When was the effective date of dismissal?

The Minister of Finance and the Economy (Sen. The Hon. Larry Howai): Mr.
Speaker, the previous Chief Financial Officer of Caribbean Airlines was separated at
the end of his probationary period. This decision is, of course, the sole prerogative of
the employer. The effective date of separation was August 14, 2013.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Supplemental, Mr. Speaker: could the hon. Minister state the
reason or reasons for this separation?

Mr. Speaker: That was not asked in the question. Do you have another
supplemental?

Repair Works on Landslips
(Delay)

87. Mr. Fitzgerald Jeffrey (La Brea) asked the hon. Minister of Works and
Infrastructure:

Could the Minister explain the reasons for the delay in carrying out repair
works on landslips in the following areas:

i.  Upper Sobo Village, La Brea;

ii.  Upper Carapal, Erin;

iii.  Upper Salazar Trace, Point Fortin;
iv. Lot 10 Village?

The Minister of Local Government (Hon. Dr. Surujrattan Rambachan):
Mr. Speaker, repair works on landslips continue throughout the country. Repair
works on landslips in Upper Sobo Village, La Brea; Upper Carapal, Erin; Upper
Salazar Trace, Point Fortin and Lot 10 Village fall under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Local Government and, again, not the Ministry of Works and
Infrastructure. Having said that, we recognize the difficulties the Ministry of
Local Government has in accessing the kind of funding to undertake major
landslips in the country.

For the benefit of the hon. Member for La Brea, we continue to look at
landslips throughout Trinidad and Tobago and these landslips are also under the
purview of both the URP and the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure. Under the
Bridges, Landslip and Traffic Management Programme of the Ministry of Works
and Infrastructure, currently, major landslips are being repaired in several areas of
the country:

Mayo Road $5 million

Bonne Aventure Road, two landslips $7 million

Southern Main Road $6.4 million
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And, Mr. Speaker, in San Francique Road, the landslip there is going to cost
$12.8 million. Landslips are very expensive, as the former Minister of Works and
Transport, the Member for Diego Martin North/East, will tell you—very, very
expensive.

At the moment, Mr. Speaker, in addition to these seven projects that are
currently being undertaken—and these are big projects; they are not small
projects. In one case, in Bonne Aventure, the project is 110 metres long; another
one, 60 metres; another one, 55 metres.

In addition to these seven projects, we are tendering another 26 landslip
projects right now across the country and at the moment also, in the Ministry of
Works and Infrastructure, we are designing 60 more landslips to be done across
the country. So, Mr. Speaker, in the vision of the programme of works, seven are
being done, 26 are about to be tendered and 60 more are being designed at this
point in time.

10.45 a.m.

Mr. Jeffrey: Further supplemental. Hon. Minister, are you aware that in 2012,
your predecessor took a site visit in upper Sobo and promised the residents that in
two weeks’ time work will commence on the landslips?

Hon. Dr. S. Rambachan: Mr. Speaker, | am not aware of that, but what |
want to say about my tenure as the Minister of Works and Infrastructure, 1 try to
close the gap between the promises | make and the action that | take. [Desk
thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Port of Spain South, would you like question—
[Interruption]

Dr. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, the questions to the Minister of Local
Government, | would ask that question Nos. 88 and 89 be deferred to next week.

Mr. Speaker: Okay. Let us go.

The following questions stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr.
Fitzgerald Jeffrey (La Brea):

La Brea Fish Market
(Construction of)

88. With respect to the construction of the La Brea Fish Market, could the hon.
Minister of Local Government state:

(@) The expected commencement date of construction?
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(b) The name and address of the contractor who was awarded
the construction contract?

(c) The cost of the contract?

La Brea Provision and Vegetable Market
(Renovation and Refurbishment of)

89. With respect to the renovation and refurbishment of the La Brea
Provision and vegetable market could the hon. Minister of Local
Government state:

(@) The expected commencement date of works?

(b) The name and address of the contractor who was awarded
the contract?

(c) The cost of the works?
(d) The anticipated date of completion?
Questions, by leave, deferred.
STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | understand there is a statement to be made by
the hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs on the situation affecting nationals in
Venezuela. The hon. Minister is not in the Chamber at this time, | now seek the
leave of the House to have this matter be addressed sometime later on in the
proceedings. Do | have leave of the House?

Assent indicated.
LAND TENANTS (SECURITY OF TENURE) (AMDT.) BILL, 2014

Bill to amend the Land Tenants (Security of Tenure) Act, Chap. 59:54; read
the first time. [The Minister of Housing and Urban Development]

FINANCE BILL, 2014

Order for second reading read.

The Minister of Finance and the Economy (Sen. The Hon. Larry Howai):
Mr. Speaker, | beg to move:

That a Bill entitled an Act to provide for the variation of certain duties and
taxes and to introduce provisions of a fiscal nature and for related matters, be
now read a second time.
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Mr. Speaker, perhaps, before actually getting into the Bill, | could provide a
bit of context as far as the overall performance of the economy goes, because this
Bill is intended to deal with the issues of continuing the growth momentum in the
economy. Before doing so, however, | have been asked whether, in fact, the
Finance Bill is not coming a bit late, and | would just like to say that the question
of the timing of this Bill is dealt with in the Provisional Collection of Taxes Act.
Section 3 of the Act allows a period of four months after the imposition of a tax
under subsection (1) of the Order, failing which the tax falls away. However, no
Orders were made for the imposition of new taxes in this fiscal year and,
therefore, the matter does not arise and, in fact, in 2005 and 2007, the Finance Bill
was laid as late as July in those particular years.

So, Mr. Speaker, in getting to the economy and what is happening with the
economy, | want to say that performance is strong across all sectors. By the end of
this year, we expect that the economy, in nominal terms, would have recovered all
of the ground that it lost between 2008 and 2009. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker, you will probably be aware that in 2008, when the price of oil
went to $140 a barrel and propelled by that momentum, the economy grew to
$175 billion, but then by 2009 when the price of oil fell almost to $40 a barrel, the
economy dropped to $121 billion or in nominal terms by about $54 billion.

Our projection for GDP at the end of this year is that the total Gbp of Trinidad
and Tobago would have grown to approximately $177 billion [Desk thumping]
and that by the end of next year, in real terms, the economy would have—
[Interruption]—without yeah. If we deal with real prices, that is real GDP, we
expect that by next year the economy would have recovered all of the ground that
would have been lost as a result of the fall in oil prices. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker, as | said, across the board, all sectors of the economy are growing
strongly. As you know, the energy sector was affected by the major maintenance
work that took place during the course of last year, and this major maintenance
work is, in fact—I was so advised by the Ministry of Energy and Energy
Affairs—perhaps, the largest that has taken place in the history of this country on
our offshore installations. And, as a consequence, therefore, the overall output of
the sector was impacted. But notwithstanding the effect of this, and the energy
sector being as large as it is for the economy, the economy continued to show
growth and has shown growth over the past year and a half with the exception of a
small interregnum in the third quarter of 2013, when there was a major shutdown
in the offshore segment of our producing fields for natural gas.
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The non-energy sector has grown by approximately 2% per cent on average
over the last six quarters. In the third quarter of 2012, the non-energy sector grew
by 2.3 per cent; the fourth quarter, 1.9; the first quarter of 2013, 3.6; the second
quarter of 2013, 2.6; the third quarter of 2013, 1.9 and the fourth quarter of 2013,
2.4. So there has been a continuous growth in the non-energy sector, and we
expect this momentum to continue in 2014 [Desk thumping] and as a result of the
initiatives which we are putting in place, we expect this growth spurt to actually
accelerate.

Mr. Speaker, the other macroeconomic indicators continued to perform
exceptionally well. In the labour market, the Ministry of Planning and Sustainable
Development has announced a reduction in the unemployment rate to 3.7 per cent
[Desk thumping] the lowest level in the history of this nation. [Desk thumping]
This has to a large extent been the result of a strategy adopted by the Government
to focus on the remedying of infrastructural deficiencies in several parts of the
country and improving the network of infrastructure in various parts of Trinidad
and Tobago. This, combined with the continued expansion in all sectors of the
economy has increased some pressure in the labour market and has resulted in the
reduction.

The data from the Ministry of Planning and Sustainable Development have
also revealed that over 13,000 new businesses were registered in 2013. [Desk
thumping] We recognize that not all new businesses created resulted in job
creation. There are some businesses that are simply open to effect particular
transactions, but it certainly provided anecdotal support for the continuing
expansion of business activity.

Last year, Government’s fiscal operations resulted in a deficit of $4.2 billion,
equivalent to 2.6 per cent of GDP. This resulted mainly from the settlement of
outstanding wage negotiations for the period 2008—2011 which this
administration had inherited. However, data for the first quarter of this current
fiscal year show a surplus of $4.2 billion. This was higher by 46 per cent than we
had originally budgeted, and resulted from the inflow from the sale of shares in
the First Citizen PO, which brought in an amount of $1 billion as well as
increased dividends from state enterprises. In addition, all categories of revenue
for the Government came in above budget, reflecting the continuing expansion of
the economy. Thus far, there has been an increase in expenses by 6.6 per cent, but
this has been offset by the growth in revenues.

Headline inflation, Mr. Speaker, continues to trend downward. The latest
figure for February showed inflation at 3.9 per cent and core inflation which
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excludes food prices decelerated to 2 per cent at the end of last year. Food
inflation, which dipped to an annual low of 3 per cent in September last year, was
the main impetus behind the reduction in the rate of growth of headline inflation,
and I would like to place on record my congratulations to the Minister of Food
Production for the progress he has made in this particular sector. [Desk thumping]

However, Mr. Speaker, we do note that there are pressures building up
internationally which can affect inflation as we move forward and we continue to
monitor the effect of that on a very, very close basis, because it could have an
impact on monetary policy and interest rates. There has been drought in 11
western and central states in the United States and these states are major
producers of meat, fruit and vegetables and, therefore, we see the possibility of
the uptick in inflation as a result of what is happening in the international arena
which is, of course, outside of our control.

With respect to lending, Mr. Speaker, lending for consumer purposes and real
estate mortgages gained momentum during the course of last year although credit
demand by business firms has not increased as much as expected. The IMF in its
Article 1v consultation which ended earlier this week, actually had put this down
to the fact that they believe, anecdotally, that there has been a build-up of large
cash reserves by certain firms resulting from increased profitability, and it is one
of the things which we ourselves had noted.

Consumer spending is, of course, up and this has been commented on by the
International Monetary Fund, and it is an area that we continue to look at very
closely to determine the effect on inflation as a whole. Motor vehicle sales are up
25 per cent and sales of cement, an indication of construction activity, continued
to increase robustly towards the end of last year.

The country’s balance of payments continue to be healthy registering a
surplus of us $226.8 million for the first nine months of the year, and it is
estimated to have closed the year with a larger surplus of $786.3 million for 2013.
As a result, gross international reserves, Mr. Speaker, have climbed to
approximately us $10 billion. [Desk thumping]

In addition, we note that the foreign currency deposits in the banking sector
have grown to over Us $3 billion. The Heritage and Stabilisation Fund has also
grown to over US $5 billion. Standard and Poor’s have continued to maintain their
rating for the country, and our overall debt profile continues to be well managed
with total debt, including guarantees, amounting to 40.6 per cent of GDP, well
within the parameters for similarly rated countries. [Desk thumping] So, overall,
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Mr. Speaker, macroeconomic indicators remain sound; the fiscal position remains
strong; inflation is well contained, employment is at record levels; foreign
exchange reserves are at historic highs and the debt profile of the country remains
well managed.

So, within this context, Mr. Speaker, we want to place the initiatives which
were in the budget, in the Finance Bill. These initiatives are aimed at rebalancing
our economy away from its dependence on non-renewable resources although we
recognize in the short term that the dependence on the energy sector will remain,
and we note also the potential for significant growth of this particular sector and,
therefore, a major part of our budget initiatives are aimed at stimulating growth
and stimulating exploration and production of our energy resources.

Mr. Speaker, this Finance Bill contains amendments to approximately 17
pieces of legislation and the repeal of one, which is the Cocoa and Coffee
Industry Act and probably I could just deal initially with the Cocoa and Coffee
Industry Act which is the one Act we are repealing. Of course, Mr. Speaker, the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago places a high priority on agriculture. It is
one of the five pillars that we had identified

11.00 a.m.

Over the last three decades, we have seen cocoa production, exports, acreage
cultivation, and farmer participation slowly and steadily dwindling. The number
of farmers who grow cocoa has dwindled to a handful from a high of 10,000 in
1966. During the last five years, on average, we have been producing
approximately 1,600 metric tons of cocoa per annum, and when we compare this
with large producers, such as Cote d’Ivoire, it is almost a drop in the bucket. In
fact, Cote d’Ivoire produces more than a million metric tons annually,
notwithstanding the fact that certainly the quality of their cocoa is inferior to ours.

We recognized therefore that it was important for us to revamp the industry
and to put specific initiatives in place to ensure the growth of this industry. The
Act, as it exists, is archaic and very restrictive. For example, it bans the selling of
beans to buying agents on Sundays; for example, if you wanted to sell on Corpus
Christi, you could not do that because of the restrictions in the Act. If you wanted
to sell on Good Friday, you could not do so. If you wanted to sell other than that,
the premises of a buying agent, you could not do so. If you wanted to do so five
o’clock in the morning, you could not do so.

There are a number of things that are restrictive. In fact, it was very interesting
to note too, Mr. Speaker, that if a farmer refuses to answer or tells an untruth to a
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buying agent, he is liable on conviction to a fine of $750. | know that is something
that probably would have been very restrictive in certain other places, Mr.
Speaker, if one had to face the same kind of fines for telling these little fibs that
people might want to tell.

The thing with the industry is that the industry is a us $70-billion industry,
and the Cocoa Research Unit at St. Augustine—many of us may not be aware—is
the custodian of the International Cocoa Genebank, which has a collection of
2,400 unique cocoa varieties and it is the only one of its kind in the world.
Therefore, we do have a basic infrastructure and a knowledge-base from which
we can look to develop the cocoa industry, particularly moving from primary
production to downstream processing and including the use of all the by-products
that come from cocoa.

So, as a result of that, Mr. Speaker, because of our intention to grow the cocoa
industry, it is proposed to put a more flexible arrangement in place, starting with
the repeal of the Act. At the same time, we shall abolish the Cocoa and Coffee
Industry Board and in its place will be the newly formed Cocoa Development
Company of Trinidad and Tobago Limited, which was registered on December
23, 2013. This company will take up the responsibility to regulate, control and
guide the rebuilding process for this industry. So, Mr. Speaker, that represents the
context within which we are asking for the repeal of this particular piece of
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | turn now to the question of the gaming industry. Mr. Speaker,
clauses 2, 3, 14(d), 14(z) and 16 will be examined together as a package,
representing measures which in part are in keeping with the commitments that this
Government made in its 2013/2014 budget presentation. Mr. Speaker, | should
signal at this point that additional amendments on the gambling measures will be
circulated to hon. Members at a l